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PREFACE. 


HE following plain diſcourſe, 
would not have appeared to 
public view, (being compoſed in a 
time of trouble, attended with fre- 
quent interruptions,) But by par- 
ticular defire ; and as a teſtimony 
of reſpet to the memory of the 
Deceaſed ; to extend and perpetuate 
the knowledge of his uſeful life and 
exemplary character; hoping, by 
the Divine Bleſſing, it may do good. 
T therefore beg a candid allowance 
from thoſe under whoſe inſpection 
it may come, eſpecially the more 
. 
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REVELATIONS, Ch. xiv. 13. 


And I heard a voice from Heaven, fayinf® | 
unto me, Write, bleſſed are the dead which 


die in the Lord, from henceforth: Yea, 
ſeith the ſpirit, that they may reſt from 
their labours ; and their works do follow 
them. 


T HAT we are mortal creatures, is 
a truth ſo obvious, that it needs 
no proof. The ſeeds of corrupti- 
on and death are intermixed with our 
very conſtitution, by which, the human 
frame gradually tends to diſſolution. This 
has been the ſtate of man ever ſince ſin 
entered into the world, which is the ori- 
ginal cauſe of our mortality; For the 
wages of fin is death, fo that death 
_ © ſhall moſt certainly paſs upon all men, 


A in 
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L in that all have ſinned. It is a appo 


inted 
« unto all men once to die, and after this 
« the judgment. The days of man are 
« determined; the number of his months 
« are with the Lord. There is no man 
% that liveth and ſhall not ſee death, and 
« none can deliver him from the power 
of the grave.“ 


DayLy experience ſufficiently con- 
firms this. We continually fee number- 
leſs inſtances of it around us: Some of 

*theſe among ourſelves ; and an affecting 
one now freth in our minds, in the death 
of an eminent member of this — 
Community. 


Bur death, is not only certain to man, 
but his days are few and his time ſhort. 
Hence qur time is compared to the moſt 
fleeting things; to a ſhadow, a vapour, 
and the like. For what is our life, faith 
„the Apoſtle? It is even a vapour that 


„ appeareth for a little time, and then 
„ yaniſheth away.“ 


AND this is true, with reſpect to thoſe 
who have lived to the Seat number of 


years, which are nothing, if we compare 
this life with eternity, in which years and 
numberleſs ages are ſwallowed up and loſt, 


as 


131 


as if they had never been. Our principal 
concern Id therefore be, as accounta- 
ble beings, wiſely to prepare for the life to 
come, which ſhall never end. The con- 
ſideration of a future eternal ſtate, ought 
to impreſs our minds with the moſt ſerious 
thoughts, and engage us to be active and 
diligent in improving the religious oppor- 
tunities with which we are favoured for 
our ſpiritual benefit, and excite us to 
work the works of him who ſent us into the 
world, while it is day, ſeeing the night of 
death cometh on, in which no man can work, 
and our preſent religious advantages will 
be for ever over. | 


Ir we have improved theſe, and live as 
becometh chriſtians, we ſhall die in peace 
and comfort, and experience the joyful 
effects of the bleſſedneſs which is here 
pronounced, on all who truly fear, love, 
and ſerve God. This 1s matter of the 
greateſt encouragement to his righteous 
ſervants ; for to them, death will be the 
greateſt gain, as the animating words un- 
der our conſideration aſſure us. This is 
confirmed by a voice from Heaven, and 
delivered in ſuch a ſolemn and ſublime 


manner, as to demand our ſerious atten- 
tion. g 


A 2 | SOME 


BE 


SoME learned authors would refer it 
particularly to thoſe who died martyrs to 
the chriſtian religion ; (which is indeed a 
death honourable and glorious.) And 
they would have it ; that the prepoſition 
which is here rendered in, is ſometimes 
tranſlated for. Others, from the word 


|” henceforth, would fix the time of the 


Saints happy deliverance at different pe- 
riods of the * church. But it is not ne- 
ceſlary to dwell upon ſuch critical obſer- 
vations. We are expreſly aſſured in 
many paſſages of the holy ſcriptures ; that 


the death of the righteous will be a happy 


time whenever it is. This gives the 


_ greateſt encouragement to them, and is 


quite ſufficient for our preſent purpoſe. 


FROM the words J ſhall therefore en- 
deavour briefly to ſhew: In the firſt 
place, What it 1s to die in the Lord. 


SECONDLY, wherein their bleſſedneſs 
conſiſts. And then apply and improve the 
ſubject agreeable to the preſent occaſion. 


TEE 


*The learned and ingenious Doctor NRERww TON, 


now Biſhop of Briſtol, explains it as particularly refer- 
ring to the time of the reformation. See his diſſertation 


on the prophecies, Vol. III. page 261, octavo edition. 


EF] 


Tx firſt thing to be conſidered from 
theſe words, is what we are to underſtand 
by dying in the Lord. The phraſe, being 
in Chriſt, is often uſed in the new teſta- 
ment, and to be underſtood in different 
ſenſes. Chriſtians are repreſented as be- 
ing in him, by their faith and chriſtian 
profeſſion ; by a holy and ſpiritual union 
with him; and as having an intereſt in - 
him, and the bleſſings of his opel 
which is their happy condition, as they 
are the peculiar objects of his care and 
love. 


To die in the Lord, plainly ſignifies, 
being in a ſtate of peace and favour with 
him at the time of their death, which is 
the happy condition of all his pious ſer- 
vants. The Lord at this awful trying 
ſeaſon, looks upon them with pleaſure and 
complacency: He uſually manifeſts him- 
ſelf unto them, as a God merciful and 
gracious, and accepts of them, according 
to the terms of his infinite wiſdom and 
grace, as revealed in the goſpel of our 
ſalvation. They rely upon his forgiving 
mercy, confide in his gracious promiſes; 
while they manifeſt a godly ſorrow and 
unfeigned repentance for all fin, which, 
proceeds from a ſincere heart. In this 

manner 
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manner they die in the Lord Jeſus, and 
can look forward to their future everlaſting 
happineſs. ' | 


_ Furs bleſſed proſpect of life and itn- 

mortality, arifes: from an humble faith and 
obedience, and a lively _ in the infi- 
nite mercy and boundleſs love of God, 
through Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and Re- 
deemer, who once in the end of the world, 
(or Jewiſh diſpenſation) appeared to put 
away ſin by the facrifice of himſelf. By 
this, and his glorious triumphant reſurrec- 
tion from the dead, he hath conquered 
death, and delivered his ſaints from the 
tormenting fears of it. If we are in 
him, though the body is dead, becauſe 
of fin, the ſpirit is life, becauſe of righ- 
& teoufneſs. He is the reſurrection and 
the life. And whoſoever believeth in 
* him, ſhall not come into condemnation, 
but is paſſed from death unto life, and 
| ſhall live for ever in his bliſsful preſence. 


| So that though we are ſinful, imperfect 
creatures, and in many things we all of- 
fend, yet ſuch is the love, compaſſion and 
grace of our heavenly father; that if we 
manifeſt a ſincere ſorrow and repentance 
for fin; believe in Chriſt and his glorious 
goſpel of light and truth: If we act upon 

| principles 
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principles of love to God, and live as be- 
cometh chriſtians, we have the great- 
eſt encouragement to hope for an intereſt 
in the divine favour: Such die in the 
Lord, in an humble ſubmiſſion to his will, 
and are for ever bleſſed. 


. Wricn leads me to ſhew in the ſecond 
place, wherein their bleſſedneſs conſiſts, 
who die in the Lord. This we are expreſs- 
ly affured of in the words of the text. 
One part of this happineſs confiſts, in their 
obtaining a perfect deliverance from all 
kind of evils, which is here exprefled by 
reſting from their labours. All mankind 

are liable to ſome or other of theſe in the 
preſent mixed ſtate of things; as none, 

whatever their condition is, are entirely 
exempted from them. Our on experi- 
ence, as well as the word of God con- 
firms it, That man, who is born of a 
„woman, is of few days and full of 
« trouble :” And again, that we are 
born to trouble as the ſparks fly 
„ upward.” FOE 


WHEN we enter into life, we are ex- 
poſed to many things which interrupt our 
happineſs. The preſent ſtate is a ſtate of 
trial and imperfection, and far from af- 
fording 


10.1 
fording us an undiſturbed enjoyment and 


compleat felicity. 


Tux labours and troubles to which 
we are expoſed in the preſent life, are of 
various kinds, and ariſe from different 
cauſes. Some of theſe it is not in our 
power. to prevent. There are others 
which we often bring upon ourſelves, and 
which we might have avoided, by being 
{ ſober and watchful in the diſcharge of our 
duty. But we cannot enter into the ſe- 
veral different cauſes of the evils and 
| troubles to which mankind are expoſed, 
nor what they particularly are, which are 
WW beſt known to thoſe who feel them. 


I general, they are thoſe of the mind 
or body. Thoſe of the mind uſually ariſe 
from the cares and anxieties to which we 
are liable; and from the various diſap- 
pointments, troubles and diſtreſſes of this 
changeable world, in which all our enjoy- 
| ments are precarious; from the loſs of 
our dear. relatives and friends, in whoſe 
company and .converſation we enjoy'd com- 
fort and pleaſure ; or from the ungrateful, 
undutiful and vicious conduct of thoſe 
| whoſe welfare and happineſs we tenderly 


regard 
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regard and defire to promote ; with others 
of a like nature. | 


OTHER labours and trials we meet 
with here, are thoſe of the body. We are 
liable to many pains and diſorders of this 
nature, which often ſeize upon this frail 
tabernacle of fleſh and blood, and many 
labour under them for a courſe of years. 
Theſe are of a trying afflitive- nature, 
but ſome of them are vaſtly more ſevere 


and trying than others. Some labour for . 


a conſiderable time under waſteing and 
lingering diforders, which in a great mea- 
ſure prevent their enjoyment of life. 
Others are ſeized with diſorders more vio- 
lent and ſudden, which ſpeedily put an 
end to this mortal frame, though ever ſo 
healthful and ſtrong. But it is not neceſ- 
ſary to mention theſe particularly. If we 
look around us, we ſhall be ſoon convin- 
ced of the truth of this obſervation from 
the various pains and troubles, trials and 
afflictions of the children of men. Such 
we are continually expoſed to, and may 
expet to meet with ſooner or later ; 
which in ſome degree make life burthen- 
ſome, and leſſen our comfort and pleaſure 
in it. 


Bur 


B 
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Bur when death comes to the righte- 
ous, it puts an entire end to all theſe. 
Thoſe who die in the Lord are happily 
releaſed from every trouble and affliction 
which they laboured under here below. 
Every thing of this kind will be no more, 
when the union of the ſoul with this mor- 
tal body ſhall be diſſolved. And this is no 
inconſiderable part of the bleſſedneſs of 
the righteous, that their pains and ſorrows, 
toils and afflictions, trials and perſecutions, 
which they laboured under upon earth, 
are for ever over. 


Bur this is only a deliverance and reſt 
from evil, which opens the way to a fu- 
ture ſtate of glory and eternal life. At 
the hour of death, the Lord is with them, 
and often lifts upon them the chearing, 
the reviving ſmiles of his bliſsful counte- 
nance. He becomes their light and falva- 
tion, and maketh them happy and joyful. 
Though they are paſſing through the 
dark valley of the ſhadow of death, 
they fhall fear no evil; for the Lord is 
< with them,” as their comfort, hope and 
joy. Their hearts are fixed truſting in 
« him,” while their eyes look forward to the 

happy 
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happy world of Spirits, and the foul 
aſcends to join in their bleſſed Society. 


THYs is another part of the bleſſedneſs 
of the ſaints who die in the Lord; even 
the unſpeakable and eternal happineſs 
they enter upon, immediately after death. 
Then the ſoul, the intellectual immortal 
ſpirit, enters into that reſt which remains 
for the people of God. We are expreſly 
aſſured, that when chriſtians are ©« abſent 
from the body, they are preſent with 
the Lord. The duſt ſhall at death re- 
“ turn to the earth as it was, but the 
« ſpirit unto God who gave it.” From 
whence we plainly ſee, as well as from 
other expreſs paſſages of ſcripture, that 
the happineſs of the righteous commences 
immediately after their diſſolution. The 
body is conſigned to the filent grave, till 
the general reſurrection, but the ſoul 
aſcends to glory. 


Ap though the righteous become 
happy at death, and are received into glo- 
ry, yet their bleſſedneſs will not be fully 
compleated, till the reſurrection and judg- 
ment of the great day. The ſoul and 
body will be reunited, but the body will 
be changed, purified and refined, to make 
it fit for the angelic ſtate. This will com- 
B 2 | mence 
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mence at the ſecond glorious magnificent 
appearance of the Son of God ; who will 
raiſe our bodies from the duſt, and faſhion 
them like unto his own moſt gÞ® cious 
body, according to the working of his 
almighty power. Then the conduct of 
divine providence, and thoſe diſpenſations 
we cannot now well account for, will 
appear perfectly wiſe, juſt and righteous. 
Both ſaints and ſinners, will be judged 
according to the deeds done in the body, 
and receive their everlaſting ſentence of 


happineſs or miſery, as they have been 
good or evil. 


THEN the pious followers of Chriſt 
will be made compleatly happy. They 
ſhall ſtand before him as their Almighty 
Saviour and Judge, with an humble joyful 
confidence. 'They ſhall lift up their heads 
| with joy and triumph, in the view of ap- 
proaching glory. At that grand and glori- 
| ous day of univerſal judgment; thoſe 
works of holineſs which are ſaid to follow 
them, will be brought to light before 
Angels and Men, in the preſence of Chriſt 
their Lord and omniſcient Judge ; and will 
be approved as proceeding from love and 
a ſincere heart. Their works of piety, 
humility and meekneſs, of faith and pati- 
ence, zeal and ſteadfaſtneſs ; of juſtice, 


ſobriety 
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ſobriety and righteouſneſs, will be all 2 


ticularly noticed in the view of an aſſem- 
bled world, and meet with a full, a glo- 
rious recompence of reward, through the 
riches of divine grace and love in Chriſt, 
who hath purchaſed ſalvation and eternal 


life for his ſaints, by his meritorious ſuffer- 
ings and death. 


To them, he will at laſt ſay with a 
reviving voice, and ſmiles of approbation 
and love.“ Come ye bleſſed of my father, 
« inherit the kingdom pre for you . 
from the foundation of the world.” 
Upon this the Saints triumph and exult 
with joy, and go with him to poſleſs all 
the ſublime delights of Heaven: © An in- 


« heritance which is incorruptible, unde- 
filed, that fadeth not away.” There they 


enjoy the moſt perfect bliſs in the preſence 


of God, and their exalted glorified Redeem- 
er, in an eternal union of worſhip and 
praiſe with Sogn and the Saints in light. 
In this happy ſtate there ſhall be no more 
ſorrow nor death; for God himſelf ſhall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and. 
there they ſhall. be made perfect in know- 
ledge and holineſs, and partake of a glo- 
ry inexpreſſible and inconceivable, _ 
whic 
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which nothing here is worthy to be com- 


[| pared. 


How deſirable the bleſſed death of the 
righteous, and how glorious their future 
eternal reward! How happy all thoſe who 


are duly prepared for it! This we have good 


reaſon to believe was the happy condition 
of our late pious relative and friend, of 
whom it will be e ed I ſhould take 

icular notice on this mournful occa- 
ſion. Yet I am at a loſs where to begin 


in deſcribing ſo amiable and excellent a 


character. But I ſhall attempt it as far as 
I am capable, by confidering it in a reli- 
gious, relative and public view. 


Hz was early convinced of the truth 
and importance of the chriſtian religion, 
and in his youth united in chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip with this church of Chriſt. He 


formed his religious principles upon a 


ſerious, rational and diligent enquiry ; 
making the ſacred and unerring word of 
God alone, the rule of his judgment and 


Wh converſation in matters of religion. He 


was fully ſatisfied of the truth and divi- 
nity of the holy ſcriptures, and eſteemed 
it his greateſt honour to be a chriſtian. 


Bor 
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Bu T he was not only fully convinced of 
the truth, excellence and im ce of 
chriſtianity : But he felt its divine ener 
upon his own heart, and lived under its 
holy and practical influence, by adorn- 
ing the doctrine of God his Saviour in all 
things. 


Tov his time was ſo much taken 
up in buſineſs, few filled it up better. 
He conſtantly begun the day in his duty 
to his Maker and Preſerver, and. in read- 
ing the ſacred ſcriptures and other books 
of religious improvement. 


Ix his family he was quite regular, 
and truly exemplary, He would call them 
together every day to unite with him, in 
acts of family worſhip, adoration and 
praiſe; being convinced of the importance 
and uſefulneſs of this (now ſo much ne- 
glected) duty, and our obligations to the 
practice of it, from the goodneſs of the 
band who is daily loading us with his 
benefits. His pious example in this re- 
fpet had a moſt happy influence on all 
around him, and was accompanied with 
the divine bleſſing upon him and his 
houſhold, in thus ſerving the Lord. 


 Wirtn 


tendance upon it, as neceſſary for 


ö 


gan and improved the day in the fear of 


C83 * 


WIr x regard to God's public worſhip, 


his example likewiſe ſhines in a moſt plea- 


ing and inſtructive light. Being convinced 
of his duty herein, and the reaſonableneſs 
and uſefulneſs of a ſerious and regular at- 


moting the glory of God, the honour and 


Intereſt of our Redeemer's ſpiritual king- 
dom, the ſupport and practice of religion 


in the world, and the welfare of the riſing 
generation; he was conſtant in his attend- 
ance upon it, both ha of the ſabbath. 
Neither example, riches or pleaſure, could 


tempt or prevail upon him to neglect his 
duty on this uſeful, and to the Saints, 
Wy joyful day of reſt. And he had things fo 


ordered in his family, as to give opportu- 
nity to his ſervants on that day, to go to 
their different places of worſhip for reli- 
gious improvement, and was not pleaſed 


bk they neglected ſuch opportunities. In 


the intervals of public worſhip, he would 


| alſo improve the time in ſerious conver- 
7 ſation, and reading. a uſeful ſermon, or 


ſome religious diſcourſe. And as he be- 


God, 
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God, ſo he concluded it with his family in 
reading, meditation and prayer *. 


WirTn reſpect to this chriſtian ſociety. 
(of which he had been an honourable and 
uſeful member from his youth) he was a 
principal ſupporter and encourager of it, 
and ever concerned for its intereſt; and 
his candid, moderate and prudent temper 
and conduct, had very uſeful effects. And 
though he always mantained a regard to 
his own religious principles, as what upon 
an- impartial examination appeared to him 
to be the truth, he was happily influenced 
by a ſpirit of chriſtian charity and bro- 
therly — to chriſtians of different ſenti- 
ments, and regarded all, who love our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, and bear 
his holy image. 


His behaviour in the character of a 
huſband, parent, relation and friend, was 
no leſs amiable and engaging. Towards 
C his 


* For the reaſonableneſs and uſefulneſs of family and 
public - worſhip; and our obligations to the regular 
practice of our duty herein, I would recommend 
Morris's ſermons upon theſe fubjeQs; which are pub- 
liſhed in the firſt volume of his poſthumous diſcourſes ; 
and deſerve to be ſeriouſly conſidered and encouraged. 
vee likewiſe the preface to the forms of devotion for 
the nſe of families, lately printed in Dublin; And 
Doddridge's addreſs to the maſter of a family. 
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his beloved confort he was very tender 
and affeMionate: And it was his con- 
ſtant ſtudy and care to make her life com- 
fortable and happy. He had à very ten- 
der love and regard for his young and 
growing offspring, and was careful to give 
them a ſober, religious education, by bring- 
ing them up in the nurture and admoniti- 
on of the Lord; and I hope his pious inſtruc- 
tions and good example to them, will be 
always remembered and made uſeful, by 
the divine bleſſing. 


IN the character of a brother and uncle, 
he had ſcarce any equal. He always 
ſhewed his friendſhip and regard for them, 
by every act of kindneſs, and a generoſity 

moſt unparalleled; which I need not 
mention. And others of his relations have 
experienced his friendſhip and generoſity, 
by ſubſtantial acts of kindneſs: And were 
I here to ſpeak upon my own account, gra- 
titude loudly calls upon me, thus publickly 

to own and remember his generous friend- 
ſhips and regard. 


To the poor he was very kind and 


charitable, as many can bear witneſs: For 
whenever he was made acquainted with 
their circumſtances, or ſaw any in diſtreſs, he 
was ever ready to relieve them. He would 

chear- 
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chearfully contribute to and encourage 
every uſeful deſign and inſtitution of this 
nature, whether for the ſake of the poor 

dependent young, or the helpleſs widow 
and aged. | 


In his public character he was alſo very 
conſpicuous. He moved in a large ſphere 
of buſineſs; which he conducted with 
judgment, t diligence and integrity. 
He — ey thing mean and diſin- 
2 and acted according to the excel- 

ent, the divine rule of his great maſter; 
to do unto others as he would deſire they 
« ſhould do unto him” in like circumſtan- 
ces. He behaved to all with whom he had 
any concern, with an even, inoffenſive and 
becoming ſpirit; ſo as to be loved and 
regarded by all his friends and acquaint- 


ance. His friendſhip was ſincere, conſtant 


and uſeful, and he ever cautioufly avoided 
cenſorious or ill- natured reflections upon 
others, and would ſpeak evil of no man. 
In fine, he lived in the religious practice 
of thoſe things that are true, honeſt, juſt, 
pure, virtuous, lovely and of good report 
and worthy of praiſe. 4M 


AND when a period is put to fo va- 
luable and deſirable a life, in the very 
meridian of uſefulneſs ; ſugely it is a loſs 
_ 7 juſtly 
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juſtly to be lamented, by his family and 


friends, by the church, and the world; 


which are depri ved of ſo uſeful and exem- 
plary a member. rl 


IF the moſt ſincere publick wiſhes; the 
moſt ardent petitions at the throne of grace 
upon his account, if tears of love could 


| 
ti 
| 


have wept him from the grave, and pre- 
vailed with the great preſerver of men to 


Wil] ſpare his life, and detain him a while longer 


rom his immortal felicity, till he had 
finiſhed all his defigns and purpoſes of 


WM uſefulneſs here, we ſhould ſtill have had 
him continued among us. But © his days 


are paſſed, his purpoſes are broken off, 


i | even the thoughts of his heart.” 


Asp ſurely when ſuch uſeful lives are fo 
| ſoon taken away, it is a difficulty in the di- 
| vine providence we cannot eaſily account 


for: But it is the will of God, (whoſe ways 
are all perfectly juſt and according to un- 
Wt erring wiſdom) that it ſhould be ſo. And 
being prepared for the more excellent, 


pure and ſublime ſervices of the bleſſed 


| ji above, he has taken him to himſelf in 


vrhoſe preſence there is fulneſs of joy and 
{ pleaſures for evermore. But though he is 


dead, his name and virtues live, and will 


|| ſtill live in the. memory of his relations, 
| | his 
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his chriſtian brethren and friends. And the 


greateſt inſtance of reſpect we can ſhew 
to his memory, is to imitate - his example. 


Bur I muſt not omit to obſerve farther, 
as the text particularly leads to it, that his 
works will follow him, and appear to his 
honour and happineſs at the great day. 
This we are expreſly aſſured concerning 
the righteous in the words under conſide- 
ration. All their actions will be brought 
forth to light, and many, which modeſty 
concealed and were unnoticed by men, 
ſhall then appear to public view, and be 
approved by Chriſt ; and for his ſake, and 
through his mediation, be crowned with 
a glorious and everlaſting reward. 


AN p if the works of the righteous 
will then follow them, and appear as they 
really are at the day of univerſal judg- 
ment, and be noticed and rewarded ac- 
cordingly ; furely we may then juſtly be- 
lieve, that our Jately deceaſed friend will 
be received into ſome diſtinguiſhed manſi- 
on in heaven, and ſhine as a ſtar of pe- 
culiar luſtre in the kingdom of his Father: 
For as one ſtar differeth from another ſtar 
in glory; in like manner the ſcriptures 
aſſure us it will be among the righteous 
in the regions of bliſs. 


Fox 


. 

For the truth and juſtneſs of the cha- 
racter that has now been given; I appeal 
to others, who were particularly acquainted 
with it; and I hope whatever impropriety 
or defect may be obſerved in the manner 
of deſcribing it, will be candidly overlooked. 


TI MusT now beg your ſerious atten- 
tion for a few minutes longer, while I 
make a ſuitable improvement of the 
ſubject. | 


In the firſt place, from what we have 
now conſidered concerning the happy 
death and future blefſedneſs of God's 
righteous ſervants, we may juſtly infer 
the great excellency and unſpeakable ad- 
vantage of the chriſtian religion, which 
is infinitely ſuperior to all others. It is 
only this that can give ſuch a comfortable 
and encouraging aſſurance of happineſs 
to the righteous at death and in a. future 
ſtate. This is a ſure foundation of hope, 
and contains the moſt ſolid arguments to 
fortify us againſt every evil, in the anima-' 
ting proſpects of life eternal. 


Fon theſe glorious hopes we are in- 


debted to our bleſſed Redeemer, who hath 


brought life and immortality to : 


through the goſpel. To him therefore 


let 
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let us with the higheſt degree of gratitude 
and thankfolneſs offer up ove wa 
tribute of praiſe for his infinite love ; who 
hath aboliſhed death, triumphed over our 
ſpiritual enemies, enlivened our hope, and 
purchaſed ſuch a glorious inheritance for 
us. 'Through him we can thus expreſs our 
ſelves, with chriſtian triumph and joy in 
the views of eternity. — O death where 
„ is thy ſting? O grave where is thy 
victory? The ſting of death is fin, and 
« the ſtrength of ſin is the law, but 
thanks be unto God, who giveth us the 
victory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord!“ 


In the next place, from hence we may 
plainly fee the different condition of the 
righteous and ungodly in the ſolemn hour 
of death, and the view of a future ſtate. 
The righteous who die in the Lord, die in 
a ſtate of peace and favour with him, - 
hath been ſhewn) under the gracious ſmiles 
of his bliſsful countenance. This raiſes 
their ſinking ſpirits, invigorates their 
hearts, and excites the ſoul to fly from 
the confines of the body, and aſcend to 


the pure and happy regions of immortali- 
ty. 


ON the contrary, the minds of the 
wicked are then full of horror, and at- 
; tended 
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tended with the greateſt diſtreſs. They 
have no comfort nor hope in their death ; 
but muſt feel the effects of the divine diſ- 
pleaſure, and the bitter remorſe of a guil- 
ty and ſelf condemning conſcience; for 
their ſinful violations of God's holy law, 
and their ungrateful abuſe of his mercy 
and love, unleſs their conſciences are 
greatly hardened. Their ſinful pleaſures 
are for ever over; the horrors of a dread- 
ful eternity lie before them; and they can 
not poſſibly eſcape that future puniſhment 
which awaits the unbelieving and finally 
impenitent, and 1s terrible beyond ex- 
preſſion. ” 


O may the Lord in his infinite mer- 
cy open their before it is too late; 
that they may ſeriouſly conſider their evil 
ways; repent of their ſins, and flee from 
the wrath to come; while they have the 
gracious offers of pardon and ſalvation 
tet before them. 5 


In the laſt place; when we have ſuch 
good hopes and aſſurance, that our pious 
relatives and friends die in the Lord, and 
are for ever happy; it ſhould adminiſter 
comfort to thoſe who are nearly concerned, 
and moderate their grief and ſorrow. 
They have left a ſtate of trial, labour and 

trouble, 
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trouble, and are gone to poſſeſs the moſt 
pure, laſting and refined pleaſures, among 
the ſaints in light; which eye hath not 
« ſeen, nor ear heard, neither has it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive.” Let 
thoſe who are affected by ſuch an afflicti ve 
diſpenſation of providence, be engaged 
rightly to improve it, and ſubmit to the 
will of the all- wiſe diſpoſer; the author of 
life and death. 


PERMIT me more particularly to ad- 
dreſs you, Madam, his mourning Relict, 
(to whom I have the pleaſure and happi- 
neſs of being related) by reminding you 
of a few arguments of comfort and ſup- 
port, with which you are well acquainted. 


IT has pleaſed © the Lord to take away 
from you, the deſire of your eyes, with 
«* a ſtroke” (as the prophet expreſſes it upon 
a like occaſion) and hereby to interrupt 
and leſſen your earthly comfort and hap- 
pineſs. But I need not tell you, that all 
his ways are perfectly wiſe and juſt, and 
that as he hath given us our being here, 
he has an abſolute right to put a period to 
it, whenever he thinks fit. 


THe arguments of philoſophy and na- 
tural religion among the heathen, gave 


D them 
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them ſome degree of comfort under afflic- 
tion, and tended to bring their minds to a 
patient ſubmiſhon to the all-diſpoſing hand 
of providence. But you, Madam, have 
arguments more excellent and encouraging 
in the ſacred word of God; which is a 
fountain of comfort and hope to his 
ſaints. 


HE REIN we are aſſured, that even a 
ſparrow falleth not to the ground, with- 
« out his knowledge, and that the very hairs 
« of our head are all numbered.” A con- 
ſideration that ſhould engage us to ſubmit 
to the divine will under all our trials and 
afflictions; ſeeing that nothing happens 
to us without his permiſſion or appoint- 
ment. And this argument will be 
ſtrengthened, by attending to the temper 
of our glorious Redeemer, who in the 
view and under the greateſt ſufferings for 
our ſakes, thus humbly expreſſes himſelf, 
« Father not iny will, but thine be done.” 
In which, as well as in all his other virtues, 
it is our duty as chriſtians to follow his 
. 


To the ſervants of God, afflictions are 
uſeful; deſigned for their ſpiritual im- 
provement, and are a mark of his love to 
them; ſeeing they are deſigned for their 


good 


1 


good, and © will work out for them a far 


« more exceeding and eternal weight of 
* glory.“ Beſides many are the great and 
precious promifes we have to rely upon in 
all circumſtances. He will be a father to 
the fatherleſs, and a huſband to the 
widow ; and take them under his provi- 
dential care, and comfort and bleſs them. 


AND at the end of this mortal life; 
what unutterable joy and pleaſure will it 
be, to meet our pious: friends, who ſtood 
in the neareſt and moſt tender relation to 
us here, in the celeſtial ſtate ? where we 
ſhall enjoy their company in the higheſt 
happineſs, in a union of ſouls without in- 
terruption, and without end ; where we 
ſhall ſee as we are ſeen, and know as we 
are known. © Therefore, let us not. ſor- 


„ row even as others, which have no ho 


« for if we believe, that Jeſus died, and 
« roſe again; even ſo them alſo which 
« ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him; 
« wherefore let us comfort one another 
« with theſe words. 


BuT to conclude, that we may all 
make a becoming improvement of ſuch 
awful and alarming inſtances as we have 
been conſidering; let us be excited and 
perſuaded to a 1 and a diligent prepa- 

| ration 


certain; and we know not how ſoon we 
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ration for our own approaching change, 
by living a life of faith and holineſs. It 
will not be long before we ſhall be for 
ever done with the concerns of the preſent 
life, 1ts riches, . honours and pleaſures : 
For our time 1s ſhort and at beſt but un- 


may be called upon to anſwer for our 
conduct, and enter upon an eternity of 
happineſ® or miſery. | | 


« E x us therefore be followers of thoſe 


| | | that have gone before us, and through faith 
= © and patience inherit the promiſes; uſing 


= © this world ſo as not to abuſe it, for the 
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« faſhion thereof paſſeth away. For what 


1 | < ſhall it profit a man, if he ſhall gain the 


* whole world, and loſe his own ſoul; or 
* what ſhall a man give in exchange for 
his ſoul ?!“ 


IN fine let our converſation be in Hea- 


ven, and as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt : 
That whether we live, we may live unto 
WY. the Lord, or whether we die, we may die 
unto the Lord, that living or dying we 
may be the Lord's. For if we live the life 
of the righteous, we ſhall die the death of 
the righteous, and our latter end will be like 


his—bleſſed, honourable and glorious. 


